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has himself narrated in his book Down the Years
that he was not particularly enthusiastic at the offer
of office, and was if anything less enthusiastic about
the prolongation into peace-time of the Coalition.
But, when once he had accepted and, together with
Mr. Bonar Law, the then Leader of the Conservative
Party, had agreed to continue to serve under Mr.
Lloyd George, the Coalition had no more devoted
adherent than Mr. Austen Chamberlain, whose
loyalty and integrity in a lifetime of politics were
never once called in question.

What of Mr. Neville Chamberlain's inner feelings
with regard to the Coalition Government? At first
he was naturally inclined to view it with sympathy
and to expect much of it. Not having been a pre-
War politician, he had not known the dubious
delights of the violent party controversies of those
times, and was thus exempt from those nostalgic
and frustrated longings which beset many politicians
of the Coalition era. He was content with a system
which strove for the merging of Party differences
in the interest of the common good. As a business
man himself he was also naturally sympathetic to
the ideal fashionable at that time of Government by
business men, and Mr. Lloyd George has likened his
own supporters in that Parliament to the Associated
Chambers of Commerce.

In fact Mr. Chamberlain would no doubt ordinarily
find himself more in sympathy with the Associated
Chambers of Commerce than would Mr. Lloyd
George. For better or for worse the Coalition Parlia-
ment of 1918-22 was Mr. Lloyd George's instrument.
The business principles on which the Government
was alleged to work were soon perceived not to be
the business principles of Mr. Chamberlain. His view
of business principles comprised a conviction of the
necessity of husbanding resources, and of planning